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WHICH WAY FOR THE SPANISH REVOLUTION 7? 
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("yorkers' Voice", organ of the L.2./.P. of Canada, Dec el936) 


In the days following the defeat of the fascist putsch in Barcelona, July ist, 
there came into being a condition of dual power with the balance swinging heavily 
to the side of the proletariat. The peasants of Catalonia seized the land, the 
workers took over the factories, all means of transportation, established their 
own armed militias, set up their own improvised apparatus to carry out those func~ 
tions that had always been the prerogative of the bourgeois state. Of the capit~ 
alist state little remained. Caught between the revolt of the greater part of 
its armed forces and the powerful revolutionary impetus of the workers, it crumbled 
into virtual non-existencose A determined revolutionary leadership at the head of 
the working class would have liquid2zted what there remained of the old governmental 
apparatus and have set up in its place a proletarian state cipable of miintaining 
the supremacy of the workerse 


But such & revolutionary lerdership did not existe And becnuse of this the 
entire development since the first few weeks his been 2 record of the frittering 
away of the unique positions of the workers to the rdvantage of the bourgeoisie. 


‘It wis not only . revolutionary party that was lacking in Spaine The pe~ 
culiar background of the Spanish labor movement hes mide it particularly difficult 
for workers’ bodies, suit ble to servé as the organs of proletarian-power, to come 
into beinge | In Russie before the Revolution of 1917, trado unions.were virtually 
non xis tent. In Sptin there have long existed powerful economic organisations 
of the workers each with 2 distinct political orientation and scprrated by n dend~ 
ly rivalrye In Russin, in 1905 and again in 1917, there sprang spontaneously into 
existence a system of workers’ councils bised on 311 the workers of the factories. 
In Spain, the jenlous wiy in which erch organisrtion his guarded its independence 
of- action has, up to now, prevented the coming into being of such olementary organs 
of unity ffom the brse. Tt was not councils based on“all the workers in the 
factories that hivatnken over the factorios, but the trade unions, with the lion's 
share going to the C.N.T. . Bach working=class organisation orginised its own 
militia with its own stritegical and tactical pinns, xnimated very offen by 2 spirit 
of riwvilry rither thin of co»operrtione The decentrnlisation of the workers! 
control into the hands of severil orgznizrtions was lexrding to the most baleful 
results « It becrme cletrto everyone that. a single command ("mando unico") was 
necessrry .t tho front, and centralised control .1t the rerire - 


How Can Centrilizztion be Aaccomplishad? 


But centralized control is possible in two opposite senses. The central- 
isition cin tnrke place in the hinds of the bourgeoisie, which would mean the ham~ 
Stringing of the revolution, or in the hands of xppropriante working class org ins 
which would mein the firm estrblishment of workers! powore The bourgeoisie, 
profiting by the lrék of wrriness ind even outright treachery of the lxbor orgrin- 
izations, are succeeding in crrrying the centralization out in the former Sense. 


This is the true import of the Tarndellas government in Crtrlonin, in which 
tho P.O.UM., the C.NsTo5 FeAsTe, UsGeTe, md the P.S.U.C. (Strlinite=reformist 
merger affilixted to the C.I.) participited, on the ploa that the hazards of dul 
power must be liquidated .t+ o11 posts and 2 aonsglidated lendership eateblisbod. 
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3ut the bourgeoisie must ct warily md with tho grentost degree of cqutione 
Mbil it feols itself powerful enough to procecd to % direct frontal atiack, it 
must pay lip tribute to 2 whole series of accomplished facts; the seizure of the 
factories ind the land, the existence of workers' committecs thet exercise various 
departments of strte powere Umiblie to reestxblish the old state 2pparatus forthn= 
with, it tttempts to rssimilrte the organs of working-class powor into the bour- 
geois state apprrtus (somowh it .Iter the fashion in which Hilferding in Germany in 
1919 inscribed the soviets into the Veimor Constitution) « The bourgeoisie is 
playing a cunning long-tern hind e {It is this thrt lends to the Tirndellas govern~ 
ment so many contradictory spocts} for oxzmple, the yorking-cl ws tribunils o5— 
teblished by Andres Ning P.0.U.M. minister of Justice, and the control of the police 
force by ths working class org wni zations e Every thing thot the gavernment has 
hid 2 hand in initiating his served the purposo, not of extondiny the positions of 
the workers, but of liquidating what had nlrendy bocn achieved. 


Effocts of the Government Lecrees.« 
The decree on collectivisation synctions the trking over of the fac tories 


an the cise of 21] enterprises omploying moro than 100. In the case of enter- 
prises employing from 50 to 100, % 75 por cent vote of the workers is necess rye 


For factories of less than 50 the consent of the owner if required Hiving in 
mind the mediocre scale on which Crtaltn industrios is org-nised, the ini nimum 
figures rlrendy besperk % compromisGe Provisions for compensation sre made both 


for foreign crpitalists ( a matter of expediency rathor than principle) and also 

in the caso of the investments of srving pinks ih order +o snfeguard the interests 
of the petty-bourgeo0isies The ciso of mtive cipitrlists is dexlt with in « 
portentously “mbiguous pissage ina way that cin provide an opsning for restitution 
in this last instance too, once it becomes politicrlly fersible. The draft of 
the P.O.UeM. that included no mention of compensation ws rejactede The dissol~ 
ution of the anti-fiscist committecs had boen one of the first acts of the govern- 
ment, and subscquently a decres wns published liquidvting the workers militias in 
to tho army .nd placing the intter under the control of the war office of the Cen- 
eralitrte Another decree calling for the surrender of rms by ll civilians y 
although arguing the necessity of providing for the needs of the front, has in roeal~ 
ity 2 profound significance for the re~estxblishment of pourgsois authoritye 


in all these instances the P.0.U.M. rfter a grentor or lesser degreo of 
demurring has acquiesced in order to preserve the government. In the Taradellas 
cavinet.it is playing the classical role of hostxge, lending its prestige to the 
elass—collaborationist coalition, .nd dooming itseolf to share in the inevitable dis> 
credit that must accrue to the governmente It ontered the government out ofa 
fear of romining isolated on the outsidee 


A party thrt reduces itself to the tril-end of the bankrupt forces of the 
labor movement enn under no conditions provide a revolutioniry leadership to the 
MASSES « To justify its entry, tha PeQUeM. points to the working=cl.ss majority 
of the cabinet. Cueh ergumeuts are meaningless, since the celebrated working 
class majority of tho P.0.U.M. included ropresontrtives of organizations that are 
outeapokenly for the maintanance of erpitalism, smd the cabinet 28 2% whole is based 
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on whnt remnins of the old strte APPrL2At us e "pa Batalla" organ of the P.9eUsles 
has even advoc2ted the entry of the C.N.T. into the Madrid government of Cebillero. 
At the same time, the same paper, intermittently and belatedly calls for the es= 
tablishment of Jorkers, Persrnts' and Soldiers' Councils % Previously the - 
p.D.UsMe hand confined its agitation to thé slogan of Workers' Alliances, based 

not on the factories, but consisting of representatives of the trade unions and 
politicil prrties rs units. : | ‘ 


Although the P.0.U.M. hxs grown immensely during the last few months, and 
merits the criticnrl support of the workers abroad as the nerrest approach to a 
revolutionary organization in Spain, its alarming shortcomings and stupid blunders 
are not to be glossed over. 


If. the P.0.U.M. does not withdraw from the government at once and under= 
_take 2 campaign for working class soviets and workers' power, for-21l1 its good 
intentions it will only make its criminal contribution to the defeat of the Spanish 
revolutione 


The Soviet Union's New Policy on Sprain 


The Soviet Government hes fimlly realized the grave mennce that a wictory 

of Franco would constitute for the U.S.S.R. even from the point of view of narrow 

atiomlist considerations that vlone guide Moscow's policye But at the same 
time 7s he may be providing the Loytlists with arms, Stalin receives guarantees 
thit: these rms ‘will be used for the defence of the bourgeois republic and not for 
the prolettrian révolutione Nothing could be more embirrrssing to the Stalinist 
burerucracy both 1% Geneva and also within the UeSeSeRe than 2 working-class 
triumph in Spaine - * 4 


: It is only in terms of pressure from the Soviet government that one can | 
understynd the: shandomment by the C.N.7. of its triditional anti-governmental 
position (as woli as. its“recent- advocrtcy of an immediate social revolution in 
Spain), in order to enter the Barcelon® and Madrid cabinets. Stalin placed the 
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- anarchists before the cruel dilemma of either continuing to see their militants 
. helplessly mowed down by the wr machine of Franco, or of giving the necessary 
vweurances that the struggle would be carried on within the framework of the 
bourgeois republic. By this monstrous bit of blackmail the Soviet bure u- 
eracy is seeking to stmangle the Spanish Revolution. It is significant that 
coinciding with the arrival of Soviet aid, the C.N.T., which hid hitherto stood 
close to the P.O.U.M. in their joint struggle xgiinst the Stalinites, formed a 

united front with the P.S.U.c. 2nd U.G.T. in Bircelonn directed against the 
P.0.U.M. 


The intornational revolutionary movement hrs not only the duty of 
strnining its every effort to organize the miterinl and moral support of the 
Spanish revolutions {In addition it must spenk clearly on those treacherous 
and muddle=hended policies thxt threaten to leid the heroic Sprnish working~ 
class to its ruine 
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WHAT DID W 
BRUSSELS CONGRESS 3. 


The “Congress Against ‘Jar, Fascism and Imperialism", called by the Inter= 
national Bureau for Revolutionary Socialist Unity (Loudon Bureau), was held in 
Brussels october 31st, to November 2, 1936» The call to the Congress was sent 
out to a wide variety of labor; political, aconomic, educational and other orga n- 
izations, with few exceptions standing outside of the Second and Third internation~ 
218 e To the call, the following slogans were issuede “For ‘Jorking=Class Action 
to Safeguard Peace ws "Por the Tefense of Soviet Russia %"3 Ror the Glass Strug- 
gle i" Against witional Unity!" 3 "No Reliance on Capitalist Governments %& No 
Reliance on the League (of Nations) & “e 


obviously such a conference would be a neterogeneous affair, with reformist y 
centrist, and possibly revolutionary elements participating; in short, what we hxve 
in the past called & "New Zimmerwald Conference's {ts slogims sounded well, but 
were general enough to permit of many interpretations; and bore the danger that 
shrewd politiczns would use them to cover up real differeuces with a superficial 
unanimity based on & common acceptance of meaningless words without any effort to 
translate them into practices 


Wh2t could be expected from such 2 congress? The sponsoring organizations 
affiliected to the London Bure*u expressed considerable optimisme Perhaps the 
highest point ws reached by the youth org.n of the Spanish F.0.U.M. which showed 
a fist, marked "Brussels Congress" breaking through the surface of the globe end 


ote 


strangling world fascisme 


At the opposite extreme stood the sectarian we olshevik-Leninists" who follow 
the Intermitionrl Secrettrist (*officicl Trotakyites'} through thick and thins into 
the fristist party, out of the Socialist Partys into mergers with centrist groups, 
against any contact with centrist groups. Their position on the Brussels Come 
gress was given officially in the decisions of the conference which they held %t 
Geneve last August, which we reprint from the 'rourth Intermtionml", the org." of 
their Frenéh groupe Incidontelly, it would help to clarify matters if these com~ 
rades, or thosc of them who are not in the Socinlist Party, and can sperk for them~ 
solves, would m-ke up their minds. whcther there is or 1s not 2 Fourth Interntioncl 
in existence, or whether they tre trying to build once The French group calls it> 
self "Section of the Fourth internitionrl"; the Relgirn one, tadhering to the Center 
for % Fourth Internvtionsle" 


Our own position on the Brussels Gongress was atited in “LABOR FRONT" of 
Scotember, 1936, »s follows: the call for the Congress itself provides, ~ most, % 
brond plntform for discussione In order to bo of “ny yolue for tho revolutionary 
movement, the generel smbiguous phrases of the enll must be clixrified and shnrpened 
in order to transinte them into instruments of werxist revolution try policy» This 
will ineolve 2. struggle agninst reformist and comtbrist elements who wish to use the 
basic formulns 1s 2 clork for opportunism or concilixtion with opportunism". 


Composition of the Congress 


Among the prrticiprting organizntions were six groups affilinxvted with the 
London Burerus3 the Independent Lvbour party of Zngirnd, the ‘Jorkers' Forty of Mvrx~ 
ist Unity (P.0.UM.) of Spainj the Socirlist Workers' Party (S.A.P.) of Germany; the 
Swedish Socirlist Purty, the Ttrlien Maximelist Socialist Portyy, the newly~nffil~ 
s-ted Revolukionary GociAlisé J,0%g us of Holland, ad the Independent Socinlist Pirty 
of Palwnd. . 


The Spninish delegition wns the largest, with some 22 members, including rep» 
resontitives from triode unions, sections of the front, workers’ culturil, froternal 


and youth org-rnizntionse Their spokesm in wrs Julinxn Gorkin of the P.O.Usli.3 only 
onc other member took the floor, once. The rest, unrble to follow the procecdings 


which were kid in French, Germrn rnd Bnglish, did not demend a Spanish translitors, . 
nd their gener.l rttitude wrs expressed by the st~tement of one delegnie, “Hemos 
confirnzn" = tye hrve confidence". 


From Znglind, in xddition to tho I.L.P., thorc wero represented the “yor Ro» 
Sisters' Intcrn-tionil, the No More ‘Yar Movement, the Coloninl Libcrtics Group, and 
the de Leonist Revolutiomry Socirlist Party of G.B, (Edinburgh). 


The Trotskyites ("Bolshevik~Leninists*) were not officially reprosontcde How~- 
cvory, their Dutch section, tho Rovolutionsry Socirlist Jorkers' Party (R.SAeP.), hrs 
been drolving close to the P.O.Uslf.y(contrary to Trotsky's line of unmitigntcd attrck 
on the P.O.U.M.), 2nd for this rorson wis ropresented by two dcelcgrtes, Snecvlict 
vnd Meniste 


A group trom the “Revobutiontry Loft" of the French Socinlist Pirty, hce.ded 
by Marcenru Pivert, ms present, toguther with severcrl. intcllectual rnd anti=war 
graups from Fr-ncce The Intcrmtion.l Communist Opposition (Brindlcr=Loves tone) 
ws Supposed to be réprescntcd, but Thrlacimor acted purcly 1.6 in abservere Forr nt 
Spoke for the “gue Freire" group which split from the C.P. (the only xuthontic oxso 
in recent yorrs of 2 C.P,. split to the loft). 


From Belgium itself there wis +. delegxtion from the Intcrirtionrl Anti-wr 
Socirlist Lexguc, herded by Liebrers who took .n xctive pirt in mrking the orrange~ 
ments for the Gongress. Thorc wore no loss than sevon orginizetions from Prlestinc, 
who 2% times sccomed towrnt to mike tho congress rovolve xround the Jewish qucstione 


The U.S.A. rnd Ginida wore represented by comrides Ficld xnd Krehm of the 
Ainericrzn and Canadian scetions,of the Le~gue for % Revolutiomary Jorkers Pirtye 


~Politic™l groups, thercforc, prcdominvted in the composition of the Congress; 
Syndicrlist .nd am rchist tondencics were not roprescntcd 1% alle 


PALA 2g oom 68 

The London Burctu .s sponsor and nuclous*of tho congress, wis anxidus to net 
%8 =. bloc and present . unificd front, in spite of the wide divergencics within it, 
which came to 7. hond on tho Lntcrnitional qucstione Schwhb of the §.A.P. wrs the 
Sporrherd for the pro-Strlinist tendencies, which expressed thomsclves in wrtecring 
down the .lro.dy mild criticism of the policics of the Sovict Union rm the Communist 
Intcrnvtion.1l in the drift resolutions 2nd in‘the pious hopes for more Sctive support 
of Sprin by Sovict Russin. Supporting him within the Buretu were the Polish, Swed» 
ish xnd usuxlly the It linn Mnxim-list GTOUPS e Some of the Prlestinian delogrtcs, 
notrbly the Antiffa, supported this linc Gusrgecticrllye 


Brockwmy of the I.L.P., ~s socretrry of the Burcnu, IpGning the congress %nd 
hundling the xgpairttus, wis .11 for unity ind enthusirsm, .t ~ny pricGe On most 
questions he formed the bridge from Schumb 62 Gorkin of the P.O.UsMe qynd Sneevliot 
of the ReSeA.P., who was dctormincd to stick t9 the P.O,U.Me, Uniéx 711 conditions. 
Gorkin would regularly come in with . left position, in criticism J. the Strlinists 
or the French People's Front, or for ~ 'new Intorn-tbion-l" (not the “Pourth" = that 
wos b29 "Trotskyite"), present it with grext cmphisis .s hiving .n importrnce "fan= 
tristique" or “oxtrvordimurire", ind then permit it to be improved and amended out of 
wll recognition, and somctimes out of existonees .ltogethore 
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/ For the revolutiomiry positions advocrted by tho LaRW.P. on Spring on the 
Sovict Union, nd the intcrmrtionrl gucstion, 1 little excccdingly cautious .nd oc~ 
eosional support wis had from Snecvlict, still more prudontly from Forrst, ond a 

times surprisingly enough from Tait of the DeLeonist 265.P GB. ; 


The boycott of the consress by the Trotskyites, aprrt fram the opportunistic 
interventions of the ReSeiePeys wW2S in part responsible for the workness of the left 
wing xt the Gongrcosse But if they wore not present in porsony, the Trotskyites 
have left bchind them x will of hostility, resulting from their vicillation and bur» 

, orucrrtic sect rinnism, which is . scrizus obstrcle to revolutionists snc ~ volucble 
*borricr behind which the Schyrbs rnd the contrists can cntronch themselves, sure of 
ra rendy xudicnce cvory time they -ttwck 2 revolutiomry position .s "Trotskyito'.s 


‘ Accomplishments of the Congress 

It is cle“r from the foregoing that what could hrve been expcctcd from the Gon~ 
gross wis xt most + clrrificition of the problems confronting the working=cliss by 
openly countcrposing the vrrious points of view. This wo xttompted to crrry through 
at the Gongress by 2ur resolutions 7nd imondments, published on -nother page of t his 
1igS UG « But the centrist clemcnts dominrting the Londoa Bureru were thoroughly p= 
poscd t2 such 2 oroccdurce Instend of 2. clerr=cut mijority and cle.rcut minority 
formulrtions, they oudorvored to climinxts discussion on controversixl points, am to 
-im for 2% “unanimous and enthusiastic" formulrtion which would sccm t2 sxtisfy overy~ 
body bo blurring over fund .mentrl differences in work, ~mbiguzus formulationse 


On the contr] issuc, Spvin, WO pleas the rosolution reprinted in this issue 


and defended it yr inst Gorkine However, by % lorge majority discussion of the xct~ 
Wil politicrl linc of tho Sprnish revolution and of. the P.O.UM. wis ruled out of or~ 
dore The resolution actunlly rdopted, r1ls0 reprinted here, pledging rid to the 


Sorwnish workers .nd condemning noutrarlity, posing tho gonornl qucstion of revolution, 
not democracy, 1s the rnsvor to fiscism, mot with opposition only from Marce*u Pivert 
of the French "Revolutionary Left" who defended the "nohtrcility" position af Blume 


fnothcr vigorous conflict broke out in tho Russinxn commission, where Schwrb, 
the Loft Porle Zion delogntcs and others presented 1. pro=Strnlinist position, while 
others wont t2 tho eons of crlling ‘the Soviet Union . Red Fascist stntce Our 
position, presented in the draft resolution in this issuw, pointcd out the degencrat~ 
ion of the dict-torship of the prolctrrint, rnd the nocd for tWé dcfonse of the S.U. 
by oxtending the october Revolution, rndcrlled for ~ comission to investigrte the 
chrrges xg inst Trotsky and for . protest rgrinst his deprivrtion of the rights of 


78 ylum by the Norweginn government. All resolutions on Russia vere thrown duty yr“ 
riving on the floor of the Congress .t the very end when delegrtes were leaving ond 
“there was no time for discussion't. 4 Single sentence was accopted, postponing the 


whole mtter for discussion .t the Birecclom Confcronce. 
On the Barcclon. Conforance 


The propos.l for % conforcnce t° be held in Brrcelona in Januiry 1937 wr@ or~ 
iginzlly brought in by the P,OLU.M. The minner in which it wrs hoindled by the .com= 
mission and the Congross wis highly revorlinge . it the commission, Gorkin and Brock= 
way brought in. resolution, whose first prrigrioh sp¢cificd the nim of the Brrcelom 

conferences xs “the building of 2 new revolutionary Intormtional", and whose lrter 
pirigrtphs ascribed t. the Spanish siturtion the « -me rolo with rogxrd +9 the "now 
Intermtion.l" xs the Russitn Revolution picyod with regtrd to the Third Intermtional 
Brockway wh once brought ina proup of amcudmonte, watering down the sinicmont of sim 
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of the confcrenoc, first to “study the conditions for the now Internntional!s inter % 

strengthening it ~gvin +2 "prepwre for the new Internrtioml"s Schwab rose, “in 


the name of the 9.4.P.", ha said, rlthough the S,.1.P. has never officinlly taken 
such 2. position, strting thrt he must rofrvin from taking wny steps which might lend 
to building . new Intermtioml, rnd proposing sustend tnrt the rim of the Barcelona 
conforence be the fundrmentrl renov-tion of tho interm.tioml wrking-cliss move~ 
ment". Fressed by the LRP. dologrtas, he hid to admit thet the difforence bet». 
ween his formulation and Gorkin-Brockway's wis that he would consider the merger of. 
the 2nd and 3rd Intermtionils as such a “fundamental renovztion". His amendments 
in this sonso being deferted, he sbstained from voting on Brockway's nuéndnents with 
the str.tcment rgninst the aew Intern>tion we The Swedish nd Polish groups Sup~ 
ported hime 


The LeRe1lePe Colegrtes demnded thrt the snitintive for such 2 confercnce and 
its preparntions be left to the P.0.UeMes without the pirbiciprtion of the London 
Burc Ue Prrticultrly in view of the srroconcilrble differences within the Lond on 
Bureru which had come +o light, wo stixtcd thot % continurtion of the policy of diplo= 
mitic covcring=-up of differences, of putting > Fictitious unity before clority, woulc 
Lond to results which would not only be uselcss, but rcturlly dangerous to the work= 
ing@c lxss « qe evlled for the building of » Fourth Intermtionrl, Ss our SGrSPCctivG y 
not as the imucdinte next step, rnd pointed thet this could be cone only by uniting 
tho rovolutiomry forces rnd clrrifying, diffcroentirtings and splitting » 


Just before the vote on the resolution as a whole, Schw°b asked for © he, 
minute rocosSe Over our objections, this wis gronted, .m the five minutos strotch~ 
ed out to over two hours. Tho informal crucus which Schwwb had <dmitted ss his 
urpsse becwme © meeting of the London Buroau, which crme brick with © resolution pro~ 
sented by Brockwry for which he isked “unanimous and onthusinstic't xcceptrncee It 
st-tod the purpose of the confercnce to be “the prepirition of an Intern vtioml on 
revlly revolutionary found.tions". This wis . completo ctpitulntion of Brockway bi 
Schwib, and of Gorkin to Brockwry3 pargiculrrly nottble since Gorkin in informal con 
vors-tion before tho Brussels confross had oxprossed the desire for a cautious sol 
cotion of thc elements who would oxrticiprte in the Barcelom conforcnce, while %t the 
Congress he issued 1 blanket invitrtion to O11 tho girticipints to come to BAreGh Ons 
Howlly interested wrs the ontire f-ilure of the R-Sai.P- dolegrtion to express itself 
dneo on the question of the Fourth tutormbionile The resolution wis carried over 
the dissonting votes of the L.ReTPe 


The -rosolution 2n wir, frscism .nd imperinlism, doos not mork any advance over 
the origiml ell to the Gongress, trking 1. gencrally acccotable position against nat- 
jonrl unity 2nd the Lergue of Nrtions, without Orwwing. politicnl znd tacticcl con 
clusions, wud in addition hrs 2 thoroughly vicious section on the Goviet Unione 


Even within the modest limits of what could rersonably hive been expected, the 
sositive results of the Congress wore slighte The inwequate technical preprrations 
and Inck of time for ciscussion (2 whole dny of speeches on the Spanish question, 
and no ronl discussion on ~ny other resolution) were only slightly responsiblo = 


and incidentrlly the L.R.v.P. dclegttes voluntrrily contributed substantinlly to the * 
technicrl forces, trimslating, intcrproting from the plotform, CiCe Tho policy of 


the London Burenu rnd its parties, of smothering politicsl discussion for the sake of 
. false unmvnimity, rnd the boydotting of the Congress by the Trotskyites who might 
have helped t2 build % left wing, wore the decisive P70 ore « 


(Gontinucd on Back, cover) 


ay 


RESOLUTION @N_ SPAIN es * * 
(Adopted by the Brussels Congress =~ English text retranslated) 


le The Congress expresses its deepest solidarity with the Spanish workers 
in their struggle against fasciame It recognizes that if they had to mee%s only 
the ferces of fascism within Spain, their victory would be cortain. But in rac. 
‘ney are struggling at the present time against the forces of international cape 
-{éelism, and particularly of Italy, Germany and Portugal. | 


+ 


26 Spain is at this moment the pattleground of the international working 


clasde The Congress welcomes the fact that workers of many other countries are 
Tighting side by side with the Spanish workers. © But these acts of invidual. 
covurege and sacrifice are not enoughe The whole working class movement or the 


world should be actively engaged in the struggle. 


3. "The Congress repudiates in the strongest possible terms the so~calies 
"neutrality" policy which has been adopted by the International Federation of 
Tadd." Uxions and by the parties of the Second International and governments in 
which they participatee It récognizes that the French government, capitulating 
ur.d9s' the pressure of the reactionary French bourgeoisie and of the fascist cour- 
trios, has taken the initiative in the de facto blockade of the Spanish revolution. 
This proves again the inability of bourgeois democracy to fight actively agaiasi 
fascism, nationally and internationally. The Congress condemns this foreign 
oclicy of the French People's Front, which was formed on the initiative of the 
Third International, and the policy of the Soviet Government, which considered it 
necessary to join this hypocritical "non~intervention" agreement. It hopes that 
the position which the Soviet Government is now adopting, ie ee, to break with 
neutrality, which position is dictated first and foremost by the fear of a streneth= 
ening of the political and strategic positions of fascism, will become an effective 
help for the Spanish Revolutione It calls upon the workers to support all efforts 
of this kind, but to oppose any policy which would change the class character or 
the Spanish revolution and limit itself to the defense of the bourgeois republic. 
The Congress accuses the British government of helping the fascist forces in Spain 
under the pratext of maintaining neutralitye 


The treachery of this pobicy is clearly expesed, since it is known that the 
rebels have received great quantities of arms and munitions from Garmany, Ttaly 
and Portugal. 


4. A victory for fascism in Spain would have disastrous consequences. It 
would strengthen the power of fascism in Burope and particularly in France. It 
weuld permit fascist Germany and Italy to establish their dominion over the Western 
Mediterranean, would increase the danger of war against the U.S.S.R., and would be 
the prelude to a new world ware 

5« The working class must through its class action bring about the immediate 
raising of the embargo; it must ship by all possible means those things which the 
Spanish proletariat needs, arms, munitions, raw materials, food, medical supplies 3 
etces it must sabotage the shipment of arms to the rebels, and put an end to the 
fascist campaigns in the press, film and radio. 


6. The Congress salutes the dock, metal and railroad workers whe in various 
countries, by strikes and sabotage of shipments of arms to the rebels, have shown 
their effective solidarity with their Spanish brothers, and their hostility to the 
policy of strangling the Spanish Revolutions The Congress calls upon the French, 
Bnglish and Belgian workers to continue along this road, to develop their struggle 


against their own bourgeoisie, the accomplice of Spanish fascism; and to break with 
the policy of capitulation before fascism. | The Congress calls upon the internat~ 
ional working elass to support with all the means at its disposal, the French 
proletariat, whose roles and responsibility are particularly great at this time. 


7» The Congress acclaims with pride net only militiamen who are fighting 
heroically at the front, but also the workers who are carrying through the social~ 
ist revolution in the areas that have been freed from fascism, especially in Catal~ 
onia and Valencia, where they are taking over the land, the factories, the means of 


transport, the public services and all economy in generals 


-« The Gongress decisres that the antagonism is not between capitalist dem~ 
ocracy and fascism, but between socialism and capitalism. The Corgress therefore 
emphasizes the necessity for the Spanish Revolution of developirg the mass ae 
of the workers, pensantsa and soldiers for the definitive conquest of power and t 
building of 2 secinlist society. The Congress sees in the Spanish Ravedutions a ew 
and important stage of the world secinlist revolution, and believes that the effeci> 

ive solidarity of the internation] proletariat constitutes a powarful lever for rev- 
olutionary action and for the conquést of power in all countries. 


8. The Corgress corgratulites the P.0.U.M. on the vanguird role which it is 
arrying out in the revolutioniry Spanish proletarints and pays its tribute to its 
heroic Leader, Joaquin Maurin, 15 well as to the thousands of workers of 411 organ- 
izations who have {-lien in the struggle sgninst fascism and international capitalism. 
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(Resolution Adopted by Brussels Conggess 8) 


RESOLUTION AGAINST WAR, FASCISM AND_ IMPERIALISM 


Highteen years have passed since the conclusion ef the World Ware Tt was 
to ®e' therxlast.e The Capitalist Statesmen of the world promised this, and the 
peoples of the world apart from the Soviet Union believed them, entrusting their 
destinies to Capitalist Governments « 


The results are now apparents all nations. are increasingly concentrating their 
political and economic activities on preparations for the next ware a: 


The War Danger 


The desperate struggle of the Capitalist countries to maintain their economic - 
axistence has resulted in an intensified struggle between them for the markets ayd 
territories of the world. The Imperialist Powers, led by Britain and Franco, 
cling to their territories$ other Powers, principally Japan, Germany, and Italy, 
pursue aggressive. policies in order to extend their territories « : 


This struggle is the outcome of Capitalist Imperialism. It threatens to | 
drown the world in‘blecd in a new Imperialist Ware oe 3 


But simultaneously a new struggle is arising on an international scala ~ the 
etruggle between the Working Class and the Capitalist Ruling Class, between Social~ 
ism and Fascistte The conflict in Spain, where the Fascists have received the 
open support of the Fascists of Italy; Germany and portugal, is an examplee 


The development of the revolt of.the subject peoples within the Empires 
against their Imperialist masters adds to the difficulties of Imperialisme 


It is the duty of the Working Class to prepare to use these circumstances for 
the capture of Power and the final overthrow of War; Fascism, Imperialism and . 
Capi talisme ~ 4 . 


The League of Nations 


: , - a 4 
This Congress warns the Working Clase. against policies which rely on the 
League of Nations and eny Neoliective system of peace’ based on pacts with Capit= 
alist Governments « The League of Nations is an instrument to maintain the pres» 
ent structure of Imperialist Capitalism. No “collective syatem" of peace can 
maintain peace within Capitalism. The League of Nations has been consistently 
a League of the larger Imperialist Powers and their smaller allies against the 
nations which are striving to extend their Imperialist possessions e © 
The Abyssinian war showed that the conflict of Imperialist interests is 
stronger than any "collective" basis of peace within Capitalism. or 


4 


Fascism and War 


Fascism is the ultimate form of Capitalism in crisis and the will to Yar 
specially dominates both the home and foreign policies of the Fascist Powers, not 
enly because the ideology of Fascism is “based on militarist Nationalism and because 
of the Capitalist Imperialist drive fer colonies, but also because the. creation of 
"War Patriotism” is:-the most éfiective’ way to divert the attention of ‘their pop- 
ulations from their failure to give sockal-and economic ralief to their peoplese 
Tt is the duty of the ‘working ‘class movement, recognizing that Capitalist War will 
necessitate the introduction of Fascist measures, ieee, the annihilation of all 
working class organisations and rights, to expose these War Aims of Fascism in 
cougtries where Fascist Governments already exist and to oppose the growth of 


Fascism in other countriese 


Thig’ Congress etrongly condemns antiedemiti sin, which is being used by 
Fascists to divide the Working Class. Movement’ by. arousing racial antagonism, It 
denounces the political. and econotic: persecution to which millions of Jews are 
subjected and declares that it is the duty of the. Working Glass Movement to demand 
full. national, politiedl; divil and economic equality for the . oats working ‘pop= 
ulation. a : 


Soviet Russia 


in Spite. of- tha grave deviations of the Gator aaa eras boldtica of 

Soviet Russia from the essential principles of the October Revolution; Russia re~ | 
mains the only country in the world having a collectivist economy of society. and 
represents a considerable obstacle to the stabilisation of world-wide Imperialisme 
In consequence the International Working Class Movoment should prepare for the 
most effective - ‘proletarian solidarity in the event of Russia being’ drawn into ware 
‘At the present. moment the immediate duty of the workers of all countries is to op~ 
pose all war préparations ‘and all provocations diractad against Soviet Russia, 
which are being particularly axercised at present ‘by Germany and Japan, Working 
Glass solidarity im support of Soviet Russia can enly be expressed by the working 
olass of each country opposirg its own governing classe No matter what the dip~ 
lomatic agreaments, provisional and fragile, which tie Soviet Russia to the Impere 
ialist Statds, the defence ef the Revolution of October 1917 is only possible in 
a final analysis by the dxtension of the ie ad of the peNoLulten of October 
EOLT to all counuries's ) : - , 


No Nati onal rity | 


But the forking Clase must avoid all policies which tend to bring them into 
alliance with their own Capitalist Govermments against ether Capitalist Govertiments , 
even Fascist Governments ¢. They must not be led into alliance with Capitalist 
Governments either in preparation for War or in prosecution ‘of Ware - They must not 
be misled by the slogans of a "League War", a "War for Gollective Security", ora 
“War for Democracy against Dictatorship. tf the Working. Class gives up the class 
struggle and surrenders to the appeal for National Unity with the Gapitalist Glass, 
Lt: wi have operas the door wide for the as ad of Fascism in: ‘Lis. own country. | 


Capitalist Gove me nts do not fight against Fascism or for Democracy or for 
Systems of Peace. They fighter their own Imperialist interests. Even if those 
interests lead some of them to fight temporarily onthe same aide as Soviet Russia, 
,. they cannot be trustede They wijl attempt to destroy Soviet Russia if it ia in 
their interests. © The only Goverment upon which any Workerst Government could 
rely would be anothar Working Class Government. ‘The only clase in Gapitalist 
Countries apa =e Soviet Russia can rely is the Working Glens 


gocial chacd and economic discontent, to Creriroe the Ca AES: ace aa, to 
win Workers’. Power, aud to begin the construction of the Workerst Socialist State» 
We must make certain that i. War comes to Hurope the War shall end with a Buropean 
aoceet Rove Tusicre . i ee Secs a a . a 


The. Struggle in spain i 
At the game time it is ‘the urgent duty of. the Working Glass in each country 


to assist in the fullest way the workers actually engaged in the Clase War agains? 
Puscisoms . Tt. is the. firat duty of the whole Working Clase Movement. at this moment 


ae 
a 


to mobilize all its forces on the side of the Spanish. workers on the lines laid 


down in the special resolution on this subjecte 


The Struggle in Fascist Countries = : 


._ Similarly it is necessary for the working class constantly to Maintain sup 

port for the Cocialists who are heroically carrying on the illegal struggle in 
the Fascist countries e The dangerous and heroic struggle against Fascism may 
play a decisive role in the international working class fight and it is the duty 
of the working class movement to assist them more systematically and fully than 
it has so far donee ‘The overthrow of the power of Fascism will be above all 
the work of the working classes of the Fascist countriese The struggle against 
Fascism, in the countries where it has triumphed; it is necessary in spite of 
circumstantial pacts; to maintain integrally tha independence of the working 
class movement. the definite victory against Fascism can only be that of 5oc~ 
salism and in no case that of the bourgeois democracy even in the form of a 
Popular Fronte 


The otruggle against Imperialism 


Finally, this Congress againgt War, Fascism and Imperialism calls on the 
-working class to resist the Imperialist policies of their own Governments and to 
support the subject peoples and particulariy the working masses in their struggle 
against Imperialism and to develop within the colonial nationalist movements the 
workers and peasants Socialist organisations + 


The Congress notes with apprehension tha tendency of some: of the national= 
ist movements in colonial countries to adopt the mentality and tactics of Burop 
ean Fascism; points out that this has been caused to a large extent by the in~ 
difference of the European working class movement to the anti-Imperialist move~ 
ments in the colonies; and calls upon the working class, whilst opposing these 
Fascist tendencies, to strengthen its anti~Imperialist activity and so win the 
.. g@upport of the masses in the colonial territories and assist in developing a 
Socialist movement among theme = rine 
The Gongress condemns the politics of the Spanish. Republic in relation to 
Merocco (which has ‘been the same as that of the Monarchy) and invites the Span= 
ish working class to bring pressure to bear on the Government of*Madrid, compri~ 
sed a3 it is of a majority of Socialists and Communists, to include in the fore~ 
ground of its programme the right of the subject. peoples to.self governnent and 
to give liberty to the Moroccan peoples “ ts . 


the struggle of the workers in Gapitalist countries cannot be diverced from 
the struggle of the workers in colonial territories e The working class move= 
ment should demand the withdrawal of Imperialist troops which are being used to 
hold other peoples in subjection and should by co~operation and practical assist 
ance entourage the growth of the working. class and Socialist movements in col= 


onial territories e 


Accordingly this Gongress pledges itself to bring home to the various pol» 
4tical parties within the Socialist movement the urgent need for a practical 
scheme +o promote a closer co-operation and @ better understanding between the 
working class organizations in the Imperialist countries and the colonial workerse 


In particular the Congress denounces the despatch to Palestine by the Brit~ 
ish Government of 12,000 armed troops. It denies that these heavy forces are 
necessary to prevent violence within Palestine ard declares that the recent e= 
vents in Palestine ere being made a pretext for the concentration of British 
armad strength to defend Imperialist interests. 


- 


‘the Congress dénoanees the. tactics of Imperialism and néadtion which has — 
infiemed the antagoniem between the drab and Jewish races in Palestine and calis 
upon the Arab and Jewish workers and peasants to unite in.a common struggle against 
_-Britieh, Dnporialiamy Arab Feudaliem and Jewish-Arab Gapitalisms 3 


_.. The Congress: declares itself irrevocably opposed to the avdevs System as a 
hypocritical device for concedling the brutal realities. of Bupire: and rapudiates 
the treacherous polity of the reformist leaders who hide their. Imperialism and be= 
tragal of working: clase intereate behind this despicable pretences | 


.The Gongress weloomas the. decision of the Indian Netional Gongress to re~ 
fuse +0 comeperate in any Imperialist War and expresses its support of all subject 
Boopeee which will use a war situation to overthrow their muperintint Oppressors » 


In application of the principles laid down above» the Congress calls on 
working class organisationss — ; 


le “te refuse ail comoperation with dapitalist Governments in war preparations, 
‘ineluding the refusal of all war cradits in Parliament and of collaboration 
with the Gover unany: or vee: class. in BeNEU ATE eco rearname nt 
programmes « | , | a 


Ze To expose the adna of Capitalist war preparations and batioularay the id~ 
Lusions thet such préparations are to safeguard Ndemoorady", tpeace® or 
“civilisations : | | | 7 


30 To conduct an agitation andre the coats to expose the shaeaotan of Gasket 
ist militaridm and war and to eranise: them aoe resiptance to eeepetee tet: | 
ml tary sonsoriptions | 


4. To expose the Imperialist character of the League of Nations which remains a 
‘den of thievas"s; to demonstrate the futility of relying upon any "eollect™ 
ive system of peace" of Capitalist Governments within the @apitalist sys- 

tem; and to encourage and organise penae eee to ee wars under ia tall 

hee, LSE. Governments « cde _ 


5s To stimulate working plas. resistance to war chesueh their own: organisations 
and action, particularly through the development | of the class. strugete as 
= uey ‘to moreene class powers: 


6s To encourage workers control of industry. partieubariy, in Saiathon : to war 
preparations, of armaments production, by the development of shop committees 
and the appointment of shop stewards who should demand information regarding. 
the destination of all armaments produced and prepare the mea ng to Bonhaee ite 


Te To expose the policies of pacifist organisations which ignore the sceeteacs 
of the class struggis which cannot he effective in. resisting war, and which 
are dangerous | in Spreading delusions which weaken the, veal. shen against. War 


Be ‘te ae eewa Soviet ‘Russia. by the workive class in each country | redisting all 
policies and actions by its own Government which are hostile to the U.5,8.Res 
and by direct working class action to step the provision of war materials 
‘to any Goverment threatoning war against Sovieh Russias 


9¢ To assist the Spanish workers in their Struggle in every possible way. 


10. To oppose all policies and actions of assistance to Fascist Governments, 
including the provision of loans, and to resist all tendencies towards 
it in other countries. To assist the Socialicts who are maintaining the 
Struggle in the Fascist countries. 


oe re To expose the injustices of Imperialist rule and to assist the growth of 
the working class and Socialist movement in colonial countries. 


12. To develop international working class unity on the basis cf this programme, 
50 that comordinated action can be taken in all countries. 


Should war break out despite energetic application of this programme t 


le To refuse all national unity with Capitalist Governments and the Capitalist 
C1A55 « 


ee To refuse war credits through their representatives in the Parliaments. 
3e To intensify the class struggles 
4e To maintain the international SOlidarity of the workersde 


Se To encourage subject peoples to use the circumstances of war to overthrow 
Imperialist domination. 


6» To stimulate the will among the workers to use the conditions which will 
develop during war giving the opportunity for the seizure of working class 
power and the construction of a Socialist Societye 


- O™~ O = O ™ O = O 


(The following Resolution wa presented to the Brussels Congress by the najority 
of the Commission). oe 


RESOLUTION ON THE SOVIET UNION. 

1. The fact that the Soviet Government has not immediately come to the assist 
ance of the Spanish workers in their fight against fascism is nothing but a re~ 
flection of its policy of recont yearse The Conference approves; however the 
change in altitude which has now taken place and hones that this may be the first 
Sign of a return to its former class~policy. | 


2e The Conference declares that it is the tesk of the working class of the 
world to suoport the struggle of the Spanish people just as it is ite duty to 
Support the Soviet Union in its work of socialist construction and to defend it 
against every fascist capitalist attack. 


3e In consideration of the extraordinarily grave interrational situation the 
conference must disaperove with Special emphasis the sentence in the Moscow trial 
and to protest against these in the Sharpest fashione Through this trial just 
as through a whole series of other measures of the Soviet Government not only the 
prestige of the Soviet Union is discredited but the united front of the inter~ 
national working class moverent that is in the process of formation is prejudiced 
most seriously. 


de ‘The conference nevertheless considers it further as ite task to come out 
with all ite power for the establishment of the united proletarian front of 
struggle and to oppose itself to all measures that are undertaken by the. 
_ individual governments » | 


5. The conference desires an intermtional investigation of the accusations that 
- were raised in the Moscow trial and that were later raised against other .op~ 
positional socialists and communists. After the conference had it draw 
to its attention that the Norwegian Govermont prevented.a legal invesuig~ 
ation and after the conference further learned that the Norwegian. Lebour 
Party had publicly declared that an investigation would be most desiracie 
the conference demands that the International Bureau for Revolutionary yog- 

jalist Unity communicate with the Norwegian Labour Party in order to take 
the necessary eteps for such an investigations | | | 


6s Without. in any way solidarising itself with the policies of Trotsky the Gon- 
ference protests against the fact that the Norwegian Government on the request 
of the Soviet Government has placed such conditions on Leon Trotsky which are 
practically equivalent to imprisonment . Tt declares that by this, a danger~ 
ous precedenve has heen’ created through woich the right of asylum for all — 
political refugees is threatened. The Conference advocates an intensific~ 
ation of the international agitation for freedom and the right of asylum for 
_., all political refugees in’all landse 7 - - 


%. In order to make. possible a thorough going treatment of the manysided and 
complicated problems of Soviet Ruseia the Conference raquests all parties and 
groups who wish. to take part: in the projected. conference in Barcelona to.make 
a Study of the Russian problem and to submit to the Bureau.in writing a pos~ 
ition on these questionss = oe | re Se. 

~oO=oO7 0~ O0™ 0. 


RESOLUTION ON THR UeSeS-Re 


_ Nineteen years after the Russian revolution, the §,U. presents a very con~ 
tradictory pictures. On the one hand, the advantages of socialist organization | 
have manifested themselves in the greatest rate of industrial production in the his~ 
tory of any countrys On the sthor hind, the political and social trends within 
the U.3.S.R. Clearly point to the danger of capitalist restoratione The New 
Gonstitution abolishes the Soviets and replaces them by a parliamentary system mod= 
alled closely after the lines of bourgeois democracy and abandons the goal of sot» 
jalist agriculture by guaranteeing the right of collective and private ownership in 
the land. - ‘The living standard of the. massea and unskilled workers is sacrificed 
by means of speed-up and low wages in order to maintain a privileged labor aristo- 
cracy upon which the bureaucracy counts for political support. On the countryside 
a new Layer of well-te-do peasants is being encouragede Basing qiself on the pri~ 
vileged classes and free from any control by the masses, the Stalin bureaucracy 
pursues a policy that diverges more and more from the interests of the Soviet and 
international working classe . 


_ Tsolated in backward Russia by the defeats of the world proletariat and ex 
posed to the pressure of the economically dominant peasant masses, the Soviet bur= 
eaucracy has found the theoretical base for ite policies inthe reactionary _utopian 


in 1f ‘Wsocialism in ong county", despite the: contention of the z Mibeaberiniy = 
Oc alisa ha al b om achieved. . 


cotet 


; Was” Pos geal ‘Upon the Communiet: International WAS 
sles of social patriotism and Popular Fronts The 
at “of. the international workirg class has brought about 
: @ : moBt. Rerious “gockeaiag ‘of. the international position. of the. UeSSeRe. ‘and the | 

- sharpening of ‘the. danger: of another. imperialist. war in which: it will be involveds 


te ‘order’ to 8 Peg iar Ete: privileges. the: Stalinies. bureaucracy han: uae: hesit~ 
ated: ‘to carry on acer Bpaign. of systematic terrori Mm against revolutionary Oppose 

4 volutionaries . h revolutionary opposition mig} 
he vew turn in. recent years ‘the campaign. of. physical- and pol | 
] | reached unheard~of. ‘paroxyams. Coinedding: with the new 
turn: came ‘the masa. ees after ‘the. Kirov assassination ‘and. MOre recently. “the - ine 
famous. Zinoview-Kemeney. frame=up y ‘the suicide ef- eneky: and the: persecution. of what : 
remains: of the old. guard, Of. MBS. Bolshevik Party. Bee er ae 


At the Same: time, a. Parious’ attack hag. bean auunched ‘eeataae. Leon riokeny® 
Surpassing in viciousness all that has. been soon. be! ore He. ee aah acoused. of 
Organi zing ‘terrorist attacks | 2 at So ‘le B and. ef b ne-in- 

: paaerith Sakina ae: 


sta, the rich f . asylum whi been. ‘enjoyed t by” 
cy. Was- Sor : om Sretiatiows ae: to. make. Trotsky & a virtual BEeee 
: onery “shut . off row. the | reat of ‘ths worlds” es | 


2 he lif r berty. not only. of ‘Trotsky 1 but. oft: many. other old Bolsheviks. who, 
“henpea $0" praate’ the. Soviet Power is at. Stakes The infringement. of the ‘right ‘of.’ 
asylum by the: Norwegian. goverment’ ‘sets. &, 2 precedent which is Ae mgerous to here pols = 
itical redugees + ae pe Benes, 


| ‘This: ‘Congress. decidsa® ‘on. She. ltuma data’ “Losaeteck: of. an Savestigating committe 
under the ° auspices of: the London Bureau, which’ “ehall- ‘proceed at once to investigate — 
the charges. made by: the. ‘6 viet authorities in ‘connection with: the. Kirov. attest: and” 
a tha, Moscow triala. y 2 | oe | 


This: Gong résa. denied Shoe the ‘Hormgian, Govermient- the. restoration of the 
nope eeseres — of asylum ag a ‘Poi Meal 1 refuges to. Leon “Erosak ys" tes 

: | mm oO tne o ett 0 - Oo a o= ee 
{The following was prosented by the. LRM Py ag. an anendenont to. - the Resolution on. 


“Add following: 


~The Spanish revolution today finds itself in. & . OFA tLe pees Immediately - 
after the. July. events, the bourgeoia State collapsed and a situation of dual power — 
sama into oxistencé. Decisive revolutionary action was nacesdary in. order ve 


Ee anges meena oe ot Beit ett Gacetesase oe os a slg: eet bad FASE Y OSS ER BE Re eI RS eater Ree eae Tn OE ge Pry AOE ee ek Pee, ee ene ae a eh heen eae aren 4 Lae ee ty Von ahs + RPE eS eh NO pth ow Ngan mes 


liquidate this state of affairs in the interests of the proletariat. — Unfort~ 
unately, bodies suitable to serve as tha organs of proletarian power were not 
built. Instead, a united front from the top (organization to organization, each 

acting as a cistinc? unit}, was formed by the various proletarian padiess The 
failure of the proletariat to liquidate the situation in iis own favor made it 
possible for the bourgeoisie to make headway in reestablishing itself undor the 
guise of technical necessities (centrahized military command, production of wer 
materiald, etaa)e This is the role of the present Catalan governiens « 


tts. aencedie ‘gooialist! program is an enforced. concession bela accomplisned 
facts, and the factors of dual power which it has a yet been anable to do awey | 
with. tts working~class majority is. meaningless. gince the greater part of tnese 
delegates are from parties. committed to the maintenance of the bourgeois republics 
and the governmment'is based on the remnants. of the old bourgeois state into whi ah 
an attempt is made to-absorb tha nascent organs of proletarian, powcr. This is _ 
the meaning of the militarization, collactivization with compensation, & and dig | 
arcmane nt of the rears 


‘the workine-clase aioe: within the government gerve | in the last analysis 
as hostages to the bourgeoisie; the cutire set-up is a mechanian. whereby the prop 
erticd classed apply brakes to, and even reverse, the process of proletarian re ve 
olutionse Unless revolutionaries puruse an uncompromising policy, the achieve 
ae and. OpPaT alr btee of the Spanish wo rk ng class will. be. dissipated. 


“The. P.0.UsMe must ‘neecke with the government aid net allow. its fear of tem - 
porary isolation to drag it into a position of. tail~endism in: relation. $0. the 
bankrupt working~class parties. It must carry on.a@ campaign for. the centralize 
ation of the army under working-class councils, for the uncompromising struggle 
408 base overthrow of bourgeois institutions, for the proletarian revolutions 


“The international solddarity of the working~clase with our. Spanish bfothers 
must be expressed, not only by the organization of material and moral support, but 
by a conscientious criticism and warning of the dangers with. which, they are faced, 
and by ents work. for the formation of a. eres ee ‘Internationale 
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DECREE CONCERNING THE COLLECTIVIZATION OF INDUSTRY AND COMMERCE 
"na Batalla", Qctober 28, 1936) 


DECREE & 


Article 1. According to the standards established in this Decree, the ine 
dustrial and commercial enterprises of Catalonia are classified intor 


a) Collectivized enterprises, in which the responsibility for management 
rests upon the workers employed therein, represented by a Shop Committee, and 

b) Private enterprises, in whioh the management is the responsibility of 
the owner or manager, with the collaboration am firancial participation of the 
Workers’ Committee of Control. 


Ls Collectivized Enterprises 


Article 2. All enterprises are obliged to be collectivized which on June 305 
1936, employed more than one hundred wage—workers, and also those which, while 
employing a lesser number of workers, were owned by employers who have been de~ 
clared fascists or have abandoned the enterprise » Nevertheless, enterprises 
of less than ono hundred workers can be collectivized if the majority of the worke 
ers and the owner or owners are agreed. Enterprises with more than 50 workers 
and less than 100 can also be collectivized if three~fourths of the workers are 
agreéeds 
The Economic Council can also decide upon the collectivization of such other 
industries as, by their importance in the national economy or for other reasons, 
ought to be withdrawn from the activity of private enterprise. | 


Article 3e For the purposes of the preceding article, the declaration that 
Somand-so is a fascist can be made only by the People's Tribunals ¢ 


Article 4. For the purpose of determining the number of workers who con 
stitute an enterpriso, every individual who is ineluded in the payroll, whatever 


be his opinion, so long as he carries out intellectual or manual labor, shall be 
considered as a worker element. : 


Article 5. The collectivized enterprise Shall take over all the assets and 
liabilities of the previous enterprisoe ee eet : 


Article 6+ For the purpose of collectivization, the enterprises constituted 
as autonomous organizations for production or sale, or others formed by various 
establishments or factories, shall continue to form one whole organization, and 
can be Separated only with the express authorization of the Economic Councillor, 
with previous notice»to the Economic Council of Catalonias : . 


Article 7+ The former owners or managers shall be taken over into the service 
of the collectivized enterprise, in such posts as their collaboration will render 
most suitable because of their management or technical abilitiess 


Article Be At the moment when the collectivization is carried on, no worker 
may be discharged from the enterprise, unless he is replaced by another worker of 
the samo category if the circumstances so requires | pe : 


Article 9s In @nterprisos involving the interests of foreign stbjects the 
Shop Committees or Workers' Control Committecs shall in each case communicate with 
the Beonomic Council, which shall call together the elements interested or their 
representatives to discuss tbe matter and decide on the course that will duly — 
safeguard those interestse i ae 


, it. pis Shop Conmi.tteos 


IAs 104 the ainoctien and: ‘management of ‘ene veaueetidized sehen cave 
shall be ths responsibility of a Shop Committee elected by the workers from among 
themselves, at a General Assemblyi | The Assembly shall determine the number of © 
workers who shall form the: Shop ‘Gommittée, which:shall not be less than five or 
more ‘than fifteen, and in whose make-up shall be dnoluded the various departments 
Productiony Administrations Technical Services and Commercial Exchange. — where 
applicable, in the Shop, Committes. the various trade~union centers to which the 

workers belong. shall be. represented proportionately. ‘ 
7 The duration of the term of office shall be two years, half. of ‘the committee 
heing. renewed each: yORae geri of the ) Shop Coun Skane. shall be ereie for 
ro~olections: sa 2 


“pxiole: ile ‘me Shop. Coumit-he08 ‘shall asaume ah eu ttons and the respons~ 
ibilities: of the former Boards: of peeenvees of the ‘corporations, and of the Ee 
eowhive Committees. = = 9 

They shall ‘be sosbonstbie. foe the nevageine ri before the workers of thoir 
own enterprise (and) of baa ‘respective Gensral Industrial Councils 


“a sdarbLele. 12. ‘The’ hen: trout t-09¢ ( in, carrying out their: task, shall see to it 
that the production in-their enterprise is adapted to the ‘general plan worked out 
by the General Industrial Council, co~ordinating its forces with the principles 
which regulate the development of the branch of industry to which they belong, 
corsidered as a: ‘wholes. -. For the establishment of tha margin of profit, the fixe. 
ing of the general comitions of sale, tha obtaining of raw materiale; ‘the setting 
of standards for. the enortization: of physical plants the: formation ‘of circulation 
capital, reserve funds and division of profits, it: will pies cd Eos by bhe 
decisions of the. General Industrial Counciles..- — 

In the field of social matters, they will see ao at that thie established 
standards are ‘strictly. maintained, ard will ‘Suggest auch. others. as they consider 
necessarys They will take the. necessary | “steps to, guarantee ‘$he: physical and 
moral health of the workers; they will carry on an intensive cultural and educe. 
ational work, and pa a uae ) creation of CLUDS y reg reason. couters, Sparta, © 
GuEHUES atce 


“Article 13. “the Shop Comnittees. dorsied ee the: publication: of the eae 
decree, and those of industries collectivized subsequently, shall within fifteen 
days send to the-General Secretariat of the Beonomic Council the documents: under 
which it was formed pocorn. to a model which wii be. morcee out in the renpeote 
ive offices. a, i -_ 


Ee Article ie in order ee supervise in a permanont manner the course of tig: 
enterprise, the Shop Committee shall elect a director, to whom it shall delegate 
in whole or in part the functione which are incumbent on the Shop Committec. 

In the enterprises which employ more than 500 workers, or whose capital — 
is over one million. pesetas, or which produce or. involva: materials necessary to 
the notional defense, the election of the di rector will have-go be approved by the 
Eeoneae: Gouncile 


irbicle 15. 4 sollectivized ened will} be , pbliged to hore an inter- 
venor from the Gen¢gralitat who will pa a tember of the Shop Council and who will 
be appui med by the Beenomic. Guuneil in "agreemnout with the WOCKG=S « 


Article I6.' the legal roprasontat ive of the suteiaries: shall be the director 
whose signature shall be accompanicd by thove of two members of the Shop Committee 


elected by it. Theso elections shail be comnunicated te the Economic Council, 
wht Ahn. cha tb soybeans nab ew Phe Wa eRe Be. BAe RRA RH ERAS. Bee nt epee ane : 


Article 17. The Shop Committees shall-keep minutes of their meetings and 
send certified copies of their decisions to their respective General. Industrial 
Councils. . ihen these agreements. require, the General Industrial Council shall in» 
tervene in the appropriate mannere 


article 18« The Shop Committees shall be obliged to take into consideration 
the complaints or suggestions which the workers may formulate, ami will have to 
take up in writing the representations: made to them, so that they will reach if 
necessary the knowledge of the General Industrial Council. 


Article 19. The Shop Commit tess-are obliged @¢ the end of each fiscal year 
to give an account of their Management to the workers, meeting ina General jssembly. 
Likewise, the Shop Councils will give a copy of their balame~sheets and an 
annual or semi-annual report to thé Genéral Industrial Council, describing. in 


- Getail the situation of the enterprise of the plans which they are projecting. 


dirticle 20. The Shop Committees can be separated, partially or completely, 
from their tasks by the workers meeting in a General Assembly and by the General 
Council of their respective industry, in case of manifest incompetence or of re= 
_ &istance to the standards laid down by the General Councile 

When such separation has been decided by the General Council of the res pec t- 
ive industry, if the workers of ‘the nterprise in General jssembly agree, appeal 
canbe taken against this decision tothe Economic Councillor, whose ‘decision, 
after previous notice to the Econome: Council, shall not. be Subject to appeale 


Committees of Control in Private Rnterprises 

Article 2le. In industrial or commercial enterprises which are not collect= 
ivized, the creattion of a Workerst Committee of Control shall be obligatory, in 
‘ which all the departments of the enterprise ~ production, technical and adminis~ 
trative ~ Shall be represented: The number of elements composing the Committee 
‘Shall be decided freely by the workers, and the representation of each trade-union 
Should be proportionate to the respective census of the workers in the enterprise 
who are affiliated with ite - 


III. 


Article 22. The purpose of the Committee of Control shall be 3. 

a) The control of working conditions, or the strict compliance with the pre» 
vailing conditions as to wages, hours, social security, hygiene, safety, etce, as 
well as of strict discipline at worke. All advices and notifications to the person 
nel made by the manager of the enterprise shall be guided by the conduct of the 
Committee. a ae se 4 

b) The administrative control in the sense of fimucial control of income and 
expenditures, in cash and through the banks, seeing to it that they eorrespond to 
‘the necessities of the concern, and intervening in all the other operations of a 
commercial character. 

c) Control of production, consisting in the close collaboration with the: 
owner, in order to perfect the process of productione The Workers* Committees of 
Control shall see to it that tho best possible relations are maintained with the 

technical staff, so as to assure the good functioning of the worke 
article 23. The owners shall be obliged to present to the Yorkers' Committees 
of control the balarce~sheets and annual reports which they shall send for inform 
ation to the General Councils of the respective industries. 


ae The General Industrial Councils 


trticle 24. ‘The General Industrial Councils shall be eonstituted in the 
following manners a. 8 ° oa . 
Four representatives of the Shop Committee, elected in the manner which. shall 
be most appropriates bem dS | | 
‘Bight representatives of the various trade~union centers, in proportion to 
the nutiber of those affiliated with each. The proportion of the trade~union 
representatives shall be fixed. by.a procedure which they will mutually agree One 
Four technicians appointed by the Boonomic Councils » net . 
These Councils shall be presided over by the respedtive spokesman of the 
—BoqgnonioCouncil,of Cataloniae .. OO | ar + ae 


Article 25. The General Industrial Councils shall formulate plans of work for 
their respective industries of a general character, orientating the Shop Committees 
iu their functioning, and in addition, shall attend to the followings regulating 
the total production of the industry; unifying cost prices as much as possible in 
order to avoid competition; studying the genaral necessities of the industry, and 

of the consumption of its products; examining the possibilities of the markets.of — 
the Peninsula and abroad; likewise, to observe the total course of the industry and 
to fix to each caso the limits and the tempo of production for each class of goods3- 
to propose the closing or the expansion of factories, according to the necessitias 
of ‘the industry and of the consumption,. or the merger of certain factories? to pro= 
pose the reform'of certain methods of work; of credit and of the circulation of 
goods; 46 stggest modifications in the price schedules and in the commercial cow. 
tracts; to organize conters for the sale of goods and the purchase of equipment and 
raw materials} +o manage.certain, arrangements: with the industries of other parts, of 
the Peninsula or-abroad +o manage bank and credit facilities 3 to manage in common 
laboratories for technical experiments, to compile.statistics of production am son 
sumptions to extend the siibétitution.of materials of foreign origin by:domestic.  - 
productd.e”* In addition, the General ‘Industrial Councils can, study.and adopt the. 
means which they consider nedassary and useful for the better development of the — : 
work that has been entrusted to theme 0 ed 


' Srtiole 264 The decisions of the General Industrial,Councils shall be ex. 
ecutive in character, obligatory and no Shop Committee or private enterprise shall 
be able to disregard carrying them out under. any pratext which is not fully ‘justif- 
jiede The only appeal, agaivist these decisions. shall.be to the Heonomic. Councillor, 
whose decision} after ‘previous notice to the He onomic. Council, shail not be subject” 
to appeals fc TE eC ee ae ee ee ae re 

Article 27. ‘The General Industrial Goukcils shall maintain constant contact. - 
with the Economic Council, of Gatalonia,..to whose. standards they shall. adjust. them- 
selves at all times, and particularly in dealing with tasks. which require. common." 
in Oig os ph ee ei pee Se RO gy ghee” nee ts. 


Article 28% The General Councils of Industry will have to: transmit to thé | 
Economic Council of Catalonia, within. periods. of. time.which will be fixed in each: 


case, a-detailed doctment, analyzing and explaining the entire. course of: the reapect=~ 


ive industry “and proposing plans for activitye. . 
NV. Groups of Tndustriss — 
“Article 296 tm-order to promote the constitution and organization of General 
Industrial Councile, the Economic Council shall within fifteen days after the pro 


mulgation of the present decree formulate a proposal for the claseification and 
grouping of, the.differant industries, duly set up in accordance with the specific 


characteristice of each and the coordination of the sections into which thay are 
divided. ao : a yo ec | 
4 a % 

Article 30. For the above-mentioned groupings consideration will be given 
to the raw materials, the total industrial operations up to the sale or indus 3rial 
exéhange of the production, the unity of technology and as far as possibile that of 
the commercial management, obtaining complete integration with a view: to slinitate- 
ing disturbing sources of interferences 


Article 31e At the eame time .as the classification by industrial concentras 
tion, the Beonomic Council shall propose the regulations according to which the 
constitution and functioning of the gfoupings shall be governads 


VI. Industrial obligations 


Article 32. In every enterprise collectivized or socialized, whether involv 
ing national or foreign interests, irrespective of its size, an inventory~balance 
sheot shall be established based -upon an audit. duly checked, accompanied by a de~- 
tailed statement with their respective values of all the prope..j, fixed and move. 
able of every kind, which belongs toite 3.) | aif oe ” 


Article 33« The inventories established in accordance with the praceding 
article shall be ehecked by a commission consisting of six technical and accounting 
members designated by the Economic Council, under the chairmanship: of the Council 
member specially assigned for the particular type of enterprise concerned, which — 
commission shall receive this information and submit it for the approval of the 
Councils 


Article 34° The Economic Council of Catalonia, after having once studied 
this information,,may if it thinks necessary order a second revision, to be regard= 
ed as final, and submitting its agreement to the Economic Councillor of the General 
itat, from whose decision there shall.be no kind of appeale + | 


Articlo 35«6 Once the social assets Yjave been inventoried and established, 
and after deducting the liabilities, in case the remainder is positive, it will have 
to be registored with the Economic Council of the Generalitat for the purpose of 
being available to the beneficiaries and for the requisite social compensations 


Article 36. For the purpose of this compensation, there will be deducted the . 
amount representing foreign investment or participation, the amount helonging to 
people's institutions of savings and loans as well as to credit establishments, and 
the amount corresvondirg to private individuals or other national enterprises, for 
which a corresponding announcement will te published in each case by tha Economic 
Gouncil, it being well understood that each participation will have to refer to a 


date prior to the 19th of July of this yoare . 


Article 37~ The social compensation which corresponds to the first case mer 
tioned in the previous. article shall be recoghized in its entirety by the Generalit~ 
ate Its value shall be estimated in national currencyo 


Article 38, -For those small industrial and commercial enterprises which have 
already been collectivized at the time of publication of this Becree, the Economie 
Council will study and propose a just social compensatione : 

For this purpose, a period of information closing on the 30th of November noxt 
is to be opened at the Teonomic Souncil, so that the intsrested parties may present 
their cleims e a 


~ ("Pa Batalla", 


DECREE 1 


Article le All large weapons which at the present moment are in the hands. 
of the citizens will be turned in to the municipal authorities or collected by . 
them, within eight days from the publication of this decrode © The aforemaid | | 
weapons will be deposited in the Artillery Park and in the Defense Council, in 
Barcelom, so as to take care properly of the necessities of the front. | 


‘Article 26 From the aforesaid date on, anyone who retains such weapons 
will be regarded as a fascist ("faccioso", literally "factionalist™ — Tre), ard 
judged with the rigor which his conduct deserved. 7 
_ mymrammrammemnmmramcamenehmamenmenesearnnnn nimmmnnnmenamanarnanamramm nmap eAeReA AAMAS 
iHeienratanienmmemmeienmmmentanmmmenrommmmnmammenmommrtseemmmmmmeammammmmmmmmenmammme macs mna man raranace aca TA 


Tua NWT GOVERNMENT OF MADRID AND THE SPANISH SITUATION | 
From’ "La Revolution Espagnole”, French edition 
POUM Bulletin, No» 2) Sppte 10, 1936, pags 1) - 


. Minister Giral is resigning in order to cede his place to a ministry prem 
sided over by Largo Caballero. . This single fact shows all the gravity of the 
present situation in Spaine ~ gts eae ee mo fee a 


How The New Ministry Presents Itself | 


For some time, inquietude brooded over all anti+fascist Spaine The Ciral 


government, composed of moderate Republicans, was not able to obtain the confid~ 
ence of the masses. They reproached it for its slowness, they accused it of. 
restraining the offensives on the Madrid front, they suspected it of dreaming of 
a compromise with the fascist chiefs, they denounced finally, its incapacity to . 
impose a Single military command, for lack predisely of this confidence of the 


, people which would have assured it authority. oY : 


‘When the anti~fascist masses, with the working class at their head,.aroge ~ 
to. destroy fascism, they wére offered a bourgeois democratic~liberal ministry. to 
_ direct their energy and conduct them, to victory. . The logic of events, more 

pitiless than ever in time of war, has thrown down this fragile constructions : 


Today it is the Foptilar. Front goverment whidh is beings constituteds «The. 


Caballero ministry comprises representatives of all left parties. . The Socialista .- — 


who did not play an official-role in. the preceding govarnment hold a majority there 
‘It has then'all the infludnce of the Socialist masses and above all, the UrGeT'os 
very powerful in Castille, which is assured to its Finally, the Gaballero minx 
istry has obtaindd, if not the participation; at ldast the tolerance of the CsN.Ta 


Th presents itself then’at first view as the expression of the will of the popular ~~ 


masces-and as'a government of struggle to the limit against fascist reactions 


Inits Brief déclaretion, in fact, it sete itself ag ites essential goal, to 
push to victory cver thea rebels and to render uore efficacious. unity of anti~ 
* fascist action, since “it considers itself by its composition as the djrect rep. 
resensative ct all tho forces whish are fighting on tha different fronts for. the 
haintexance. of the denocratic republic's | act a i ee en 


-- fers commence to multiply over all the territoz 


In fowsaga policy, it proclaims its pacifism "in the name of the svperior 
interests of the nation", -ud it affirms "the sentiments of friendship of Srain in 
regard to all the nations and of the pact which serves as‘a- basis tu the League of 
Nations"}e  ° 7 aah. geile 9 Wigi eA ee mA 


It concludes by saluting “the forces which defend republican legaiity" and 
by hoping that it will kwow how to show itself worthy of theme 


The Situation 


am ae ae ee, 
ry 


The new ministry finds itself in the presence of a very grave Situation. The 
struggle reveals itself longer ard more difficult than one could have supposeds 
Some errors were committed; such was the expedition to Majorcae trun has fallen 
into the hands of the fascists after a frightful battle.» The Militias which on~ 
circle Saragossa need arms, geroplanes and munitions, and the front is almost stab~ 
Llizade The sinister comedy of neutrality deprives the government of Madrid but 
does not prevent Gene Franco from getting repl nishments from Hitler and Mussolinie 


All this in spite of an admirable spirit of the masses, an enthousiasm re- 
newing itself unceasingly and which always Surpiges, a ferocious will to sacrifices 


It is necessary then that these thousands of wills unite, that these energies 
already galvanized be utilized and extended toward the same goal in a manner to get 
the maximum from theme 


Our Estimation 
Will the Caballero government measure up to the height of this task? 
By its own composition, it presents as we have seen ity a progressive characte» 
er with regard to the former governmonte Without doubt, it will increase tha con= 


fidence of the masses am it will undertake gate vigorously the offensive against 
the rebels. ; 


us incapable of solving the great 
olutionary progress in all Spaine At 
d peasant masses occupy almost alone 
republican elements efface themselves 
e dilemma, socialism or fascism, 

me when the work of socialisation has 
re the councils of workars and sold» 
y3 at the time when the situation is 
still keeps vGix bourgeois ministers 
in which the lack of energy has not 
emocratic republic" and the "forces . 


In the meantime, however, it appears to 
problems of anti~fascist unification and of re 
the present timé, in fact, where the workers a 
the front of the stage and where the bourgeois 
more and more in the wings; at the time when t 
imposes itself with dazuling clarity; at the t 
bean started on a broad scale in Catalonia, wh 


authentically revolutionary, minister Gaballer 
and in the declaration that we cite above (and 
escaped anyone) he speaks of "maintaining the 
which fight for republican legality". 


Barcelona and Valencia where the 

he Militias and the Popular Executive 
os ‘By its objectives, it ie far 

+ and who know well, for their part, 
killed, it is for something else than 


By its composition, it is clearly behi 
real organisms of power (Central Committee of 
Committee) are in the hands. of the working cl 
behind the masses which it pretends to represe 
that if they have decided to let. themselves be 
the republic of M, Asanae . a : 


Outside of this, one could believe quite simply that the situation is not ripe 
-at.Madrid as it is in Catalonia and in the -prevince of Valencia But in fact, the 
U,C.T- led precisely by Caballero and the Socialists Party, joined to the authentic 


ally revolutionary elements of the CeN.T. and of the P.0,UeMes would bé strong 
enough to make the law if they wishode | pelt aes, Sl «Si 


So far as the struggle against the rebels is: concerned, the tone of this 
declaration (which ought to sound like 4 call to combat) iis quite dull and seems . to 
betray among thoge who have drawn it a real feeling of impotencae 
Finally, the profession of frienship with regard to all nation (inc Luding 
Germany and Italy whose goverments arm the rebels), without any distinction be. 
tween the chiefs and the people; the vague affirmation of pacifism “in the name of - 
the suverior interests of the nation®; without the least-allusion to the only real 
means of asauring pesice which is the social revolution, complete a quite mediocre 
tdea of the neight of the views of the now ministrys — eee 


For a Workers Government 
What is on the order of the day in Spain, is not the maintenance of the dem= 
ocratic fepublic, nor ig it the formation of a Popular #ront government, it. is the 
constitution of a workers government, decided to push to the exd the military 
struggle against fascismy and to give the power to all the working Silasd, organized. 
in its different parties and trade unions, and to the working class alones What 
ts on the order of the day is the dictatorship of the proletariat, whatever nama 
one wishes to give lt» — eo. a 


From now ons the two revolutionary organizations which control the great. majo — 
ority of the proletariat in Catalonia and in the province of Valencia hays Launched 
this demand’. . | ~ | = _ 


| In its editorial of the 3rd of September, ‘tte Batalla", the organ of the P.Oe 
UM. declarest | es 8 | a oo bs 


“only such a goverment can inspire confidence to the working masses. which 
fights at the front of battle and at the rears It alone can confront the great 
problems of the houre’ Everything except this goverment will contradict the 
necessities and the exigencies of the revolution, and as such will encounter our 
oppositions" | ? ee } nee 


From anuother side, in the C.N.T., always the enemy of governmental forma and 
of the term, “dictatorship”, the revolutionary instinct has been the strongest, and 
the "Solidaridad Obrera” of the 6th of September hails the constitution of a "reve 
olutionary junta" to bring the wiping out of fascism to a successful conclusione 


The attitude of these two organizations suffices to show that the government 
of Madrid, in spite of its affirmations, already no longer represents the ensemble 
ef those who struggle against the rebels. tt is not through it-that the unity of 
action of the fighting masses is hastened, 44 is not it which will be able to pres 
gide at the inevitable transformationd.s ad i a a 


PESOLUTION OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTER OF THE P20eUeMe ON THE PRESENT . POLITICAL 
| 7 a om SITUATION pane 
Tia Revolution Espagnole", NOs 5s French edit 


Ton of the P.0.UM. Bulletin 


The imperious necessity to carry on the war until the end, until the total 
extermination of the fascist dogs, to conduct the economy of the country up to goc= 


ialism, the only means of restoring this economy destroyed by the eivil war and to 
transform radically the pelitical and social structures of the Republic, imposes the 
formation of a workers’ Government This government must break absolutely with 
the former republican~bourgeois legality, first of all proceeding to the immediate 
convocation of a constituent Cortes elected by committees of workers, peasants and 
soldiers and which will elaborate the constitution of a new regime arising from the 
revolutione 


In Catalonia, thanks to the existence, on the one hand of our Party, which 
has maintained at 411 times its faithful orientation to the principles of revolut~ 
ionary Marxism, and on the other hand, of the C.N.T. and of the Fel.le, which, in 
Spite of their ideological confusion and their tactical errors, represent a strong 
revolutionary impulse of the working masses, the policy of the Popular Front has not 
Caused the same.damage as in the rest of Spain,g where the Socialist Party, which 
holds the leadership of the movement, and the Communist Party, are converted into 
appendices of the republican-bourgeois parties and make every effort to hold back 
the advance of the proletarian revolution. Thanks to these circumstances, in Cat= 
alonia, the republican petty bourgeoisie feels itself dragged by the impetuous rev» 
olutionary current up to the point where in accord with the orientation and the ob 
jectives of the movement, it has adopted positions more advanced than the Socialists 
and the Stalinists. . 


From the first moments, the revolution in Catalonia, took a proletarian char« 
acter and the working class rendered itself absolute master of the situations The 
noral organs of government eentinue to exist normally, but the appearance of para 
liel organisms like the Gentral Committee of the Militias and the Bconomic Council 
has reduced this to a pure fiction. This state of things, comprehensible from the 
beginning of the movement, already no longer corespond to the sitwatione The con 
stitution of a strong power imposes itself, which would be capable of taking up the 
desiree for emancipation of the proletariat and of creating the new revolutionary | 
seogality, based on the expropriation of the bourgeoisie and on the establishment of 
the bases of a secialist economye This mission, only a Workers' Government can 
accomplishes In this sense, the Central Committee estimates, today as yesterday, 
that this government ought to be: composed: exclusively of representatives of workers 
parties and trade union organizationsj*but if this point of view is not shared. by. 
the other workérs ‘organizations, we°will not impose it, all the more bécause the 
@eft republican movement in Catalonia has a fSrofoundly popular character ~ which dis~ 
tinguishes it radically from the Spanish left republicanism, essentially bourgeois = 
and that the peasant masses and workers sectors which constitute its base, orientate 
themselves decidedly in the direction of the revolution and are strongly influenced 
by the parties and proletarian organizations» The important thing is the program 
and the guaranteed hegemony of the proletariate In this way, beyond any doubt, 
the new government which is formed can makes a declaration of principles without 
equivocation, affirming its desire to translate into revolutionary legality the ime 
pulse of the masses, orientating themselves towards the socialist revolutions 
to the proletarian hegemony, the absolute majority of the workers representatives 
will assure that fullya 


& government of this character will impress a great acceleration on the reve 
olution throughout the peninsulas The example of Catalonia will embolden the worke 
ing class of all countries, and this example will be followed with enthusiasm in 
Spite of the attempts of the traditional Spanish working class parties to hold back 
the revolutione In conclusion, the Central Committee estimates that the Party can 
give all its influenca to the formation of this government and accept a part in ite 


mgs. “gbtrin oveddon sould’ fail: ocr in. 1 the: ‘case 5S where: all. the: peepee a 
of the working class “would not enter into the new organism, ‘am in the. first. places at 
the C,N.T; and the PoALT. < Lf "to obtain this collaboration itis necessary” FO: 
rendiunse the’ ame’ of: Migoventihie nti! our Party’ would, not see: anything . Jucanvanianbe... 
Whether one” ‘galls, it. Government,” Junta or: Council, the. esstntial is: that: this. . 
organism “be® ‘initio diately” constituted as: the ‘circumptances: imperiously: FOQULTe.s 
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PIBLD, OF THE LACUS FOR 4 “REVOLUTIONARY ‘WORKERS, PARTY, ‘OVER THE 
LP. Os Us Le ET ON MONDAY, Githyy 19360 


ao A of ‘the: “United pieaas’ ait ‘oauade have been staying in  maoelonae! 
j delegates. of. pets organi zabi nh to the Laced pte wary Fascism | and: 
canada this” Sheend ation. has 6 & 
the" Spanish ‘Revolution and’ have ween: yorkie in: Serene eeuusaat’ ite aur: parties “these: 
asiegeree have’ eee ‘in’ “to the PoO« UnMle ‘the smount Lae one hundred dollars, ¢ as. ane 
bee aiadchin oe aga Bey 


h delivered: nronday tavect ng ee over ithe: Radio BtabionP.t se Ualles comrad: 

Bede! éd, "Tt is clear that: the ‘Gpanish: yevolution is déve Loping © under: a 
sondi tions _ differ considerably from those of the’ Russian revolutions: .°T 

: 0, imasg, workers" organizations, with: their: own traditions s the er 

ri in érs?” movement: “tnt cavabonta | : 
ici pebiow’ sn ‘the’ governments. the: fact ‘that ‘the’ ‘counter-revolution is- taking 
fendives these are some of the points of differences . . The experience of the Span=:- 
ish revolution wilt" enable: the’ proletariat of the: democratic and the. fascist coun . 
tries to draw. precious esdons, just as the® revolution of catoher att see ‘i 
entire” were clasa- lessons: of inestimeble valuds. : 


“wget da" why “the working ‘elas: is following: with. ie ieee gvery 
a teie” 4n-the development. of the. Spanish civib.ware.)»- Nor 38, it. content’ with. watehm tas 
ing: ‘alone y ‘put it ajso. gives. eel supports expressing “ite ‘international solidarity . 
and its “revolutionary: Wille: But it is. not a question of. merely giving. ‘Bupport, —. 
which is the most. elementary duty of the proletariat, but- also, of criticlam,. wmaich 
constitutes: an 1 Anvogrel part, of ite. pote east aud ibe nice diate Supports Ss 


“Mo” ell aides wa: find: dtatie tke attempting to square: ‘the piroleg: +6. commiiante. 
the, pourgeoiaic- andthe - ‘proketariat.  Waat we must. do, on the contrary, in. order to 
transforn the revolutionary risis into a revolutionary: victory» aa to build a. 
revolut y leadership, like that: of the old Bolshevik party, , Such an dntere 


navi Low: an yLutionary® ‘party” “today” Can § only: ‘bei the new: Fourth, ‘Intermtionale . 
The st: vugg le for the creation of: ‘such an ‘international: leadership ie the*most - Sowlie 
ful support that the | working: olasa of the enna ee) ides can er to the Bpanish: 
proletariate® | or . 
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SOLUTION ON THE CONGRESS AGAINST WiR OF THE LONDON aU 


(From "Quatrieme Internationale”, monthly theoretical Review of the P.O-l. = 
Workers Internationalist Party, (Bolshevik~Leninist), ~ French Section of 
st the “fourth Internatioml".) 


The "World Congress against Wary, Fascism and Imperialism” announced for 
October, 1936 by the “International Bureau for Revolutionary Socialist Unity" 
(London Bureau), is, by its own nature and the composition of the organizations whic. 
have made known their intention to take part, doomed to impotence and incapacity to 


axercise the functions for which: it has been callede 


The "struggle against war" cannot be separated from the Glass struggle itself, 
from the intransigeant struggle of the proletariat against imperialist capitalism, — 
that is to Say, against. the secial order which, inexorably, engenders war and ige 
perialist oppression and which i9 inconceivable without these two scourgese All 
attempts to undertake a struggle “against war" by "special mothods" distinct or _ 
“outside” of the class struggle itself, are in the best of cases, a cruel illusion 
and, as a general rule, @ bitter disappointment facilitating the work of the imper~ 
jalist war mongerae In this regard, the congress invoked by the Londow Bureau can 
only be a caricatured re~edition of the numerous "“Amsterdan Congresses" of the 
Stalinists, which have all finished in the camp of hardly~veiled social~pat riotisme 


This conclusion finds itself reinforced by the organizational composition of 
the proposed congresse © Its basis officially is supposed to pe"“direct workers* 
resistance to war and refusal of unity with the capitalist class or with capitalist 
governments in‘the preparation for war or in its accomplishment". participation 
in the congress promised by a series of organizations of which the greater part 
are affiliated with the Londo Bureau, denies this basis already and makes of it an 
empty phrases 


“Unity with’ the capitalist clas or goverment" is to be condemned for a prom 
letarian organization not only in time of war but also in sowcalled "time of | 
peace", that is tosay, in the period between wars which the imperialists employ to 
prepare for ware the form most in use and consequently most dargerous and dis 
astrous of such “unity” at the present epoch, is the “popular Front" organized by — 
different parties of the 2nd and 3rd Internationals with the pourgeoisie, in which 
they necessarily play and have in fact, the dominant rolee In depriving the pro= 
letariat of its class independence and submitting it to the imperialist bourge oisis 
or to fractions of it, the “workers parties" in the Popular Front facilitate the 
imperialist work of organization of the "nation" for the menacing Wars and constitute 
a direct obstacle in the way of the proletarian struggle against ite Now, among 
the participants announced to the congress of the London Bureau are found some pro» 
tagonists of the Popular From like the Italian Socialist Party, the Spanish Workers 
party of Marxist Unification, the German Sei.P. and = monstrous as this may appear ~ 
the "Left Revolutionaries" of the French Socialist Party whose leader, Marceau 
Pivert,is one of the official leaders of the patriotic regime of Blum who, actually, 
with so much solicitude “ameliorates” the army of Frenck imperialisme 


“The struggle against war, justly understood and handled, presupposes hostil~ 
ity without compromise of the proletariat and its organisations, always and every~ 
where, toward its own bourgeoisie and any othere However, among the participants 
announced by the London Bureaus, one can find some notorious defenders of the im= 
perialist Ysanctions" of the League of Nations, like the Italian Socialist Party, 
which doubtless, is supposed to organize the common struggle against war with the 
adversaries of these "sanctions", as the British Independent Labor Party declares 
itself to bee The preliminary necessity for proletarian struggle against’ war is 


ee crvablgpsalcon ¢ : : : f . é + 
not unity betweeti the “prossanctionista”™ and the Wantimsanctionists™, but their 
fonlacable separations | : ; | 
The struggle against wer and ite social Source, capitalism, presupposes a 
atrect aud active support, without equivocations of the colonial peoples oppressed 
aa their struggles and wars against imperialisme - A neutral position 4g equivalent 


42 the support of imperialism. Now, among the announced participants to the 
Gongrvess of the London Bureau are found some people from the Independent Labor Part; 


wio fevor the abandonment of the courageous. Abyssinian warriors against Ttalien 
marauding fascism for raasons of. "neutrality" and some members of the "Left" Poale 
gion who, even now, rely on British imperialism in its gavage campaign against the 
gustivied, even if confused; struggle of the Arab peasantrye o> 


i Finally, even if the Gongress of the London Bureau takes a correct formal 
. resolution on the question of imperialist war, which is quite improbable, this will 


not ameliorate but aggravate thingse — Accord between the words and the acts is 
the characteristic trait marking 4 serious revolutionary organizations That, is 


why the resolutions that it adopts at its assemblies are not simple formalities; 
put the results established by the experiences that 1% has accumulated in action 
and a guide for action to comes For the centristay a ‘rayolutionary" thesis 
adopted at a solemn occasion has only the purpose of serving as a deceptive decor 
ation, to veil the irreconcilable divergencies in its own ranks, to cover its nor~ 
revolutionary acts in the past period and in the period. to comes ‘There ia not the 
slightest reason for real revolutionaries to lend. aid such ag it may be to the cen= 
trists in their work of deception of the forces of the vanguards | 


. The proposed congress is then, under its true aspect, a big fraud, which can 
only paralyze the real proletarian struggle a),ainst Wars fascism and imperialisme 


rf this congress was composed of mass organizations of the working class, it would 


be profitable for the revolutionary organizations, without regard to the program or 
the apparent leadership to pe present in order to expose the fraud pefore a prolet= 
arian tribune and oppose to it the program of revolutionary struggles In the pre 
gont case, however, participation in such a congress can only serve to fraternize 
with professional confusionists of centrism, or to unmask the leaders without masser 
before themselves» In any case, the movement for the 4th International refuses 
to participate in this deceit or +o furnish a color or revolutionary dignity by — 
sending a delegation. It recommends identical action to all affiliated org: nizetiyy 
: The Conference for the 4th Interntiorel takes cognizance of the resolution 
pf the last: congress of tHe Dutch RsSal-P. Concerning ite eventual participation in 
the congress invoked by the ‘London Bureaus The Conference is not in a position to 
agcumé responsibility for this decision of its. brother Dutch partys nor dasires to 


do sos  Wowever, ifthe Central Committee of the ReSeiePe, following tha décision 
of its corgress, finds it necessary. to send a delegation to the congress of the 

Londo Bureav, the Conference of Genova for the 4th Irternational assumes that the 
_. Dutch delegation will conduct itself in the spirat of dite praesent resolutions 
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—34~ {Conbinucd from prgo 8 ) 
Tho roxction of the Iendership in the contrist groups, is shown in the cx 
ecerpts from tho press of -the S.\.P., ILP  .nd others. In spite of importrnt tuaccur~ 
.cies, this is 1m indic.tion thit the Ioposition week which wo aid ene Congress 
was usc¢ful and necessary by reresenbing our linc tow contrist groups xnd feder= 
~tions (exoressed in the thesis printed in N.I.B. No-« “wy, Mty,s 1936, entitled 
"Tow .rd © Fourth Interm tionrl"). The centrist le idership is confronted with ‘the 
ask of csrrying / -the fight 2gninst a revolutiomry line out in the opens This 
fight which must flere up inthe centrist srouss confirms our "New Zim erwrld". lings 
of.rttending such conferences 1s the Brussels. Congress, for the purvose of clxirifyings 
cifferéntixting, od helping the revolutionists to sep.rivte politicrlly ane orn 1 
izxtlonrlly from the centristse The srecticzl experience ol the ap ylic ition of our ( 
linc must recetve the support 11829 of the revolutioniry clements in the frots skyite 
org rniantions contrasted with the sterility of the official Trotskyite Vine. sc OCi« 
“boycotting centrists and liquidrting into reformist 9% ceani z°.tlons e c ‘ . ' 
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en the Brusseclis Conférence 8 


"Tt was clearly stated by Com. Gorkin thn 
Any concessions whatsoever to the Trotskyites and thet the 
with their Fourth Internvtional would not bo invite 
' t have no recollection of Any such statement mide 
sossions of the Commission or on the floor of the Congress 


romomber distinctly that in reply to 4 question of Snocvliot, 


4 there could be no question of 


Trotskyites together 


d to Barcelom." 


by Gorkin cither at the 
° on the contrary, I 
Gorkin stated that 


the Trotskyites would be suvited to the Barcelom Coniercncé e 


Tho situation is somewhat further complicated by 4 


tolls mo that he had with you inst week in which you cxpre 
would be % s¢rious crror on the pirt of the Trotsky organi 


_p thomselves from Birceclome 


, Since our organisation will have to meke the nec 
be represented at Barcolona if the che acter of that confe 
ing you, 3 secretary of the IBRSU for 2 clo=r statencnt o 
posed composition of the Barcelom confercnces 


You will understind that wo %re not identifying 
ficial Trotsky centre, but you will ngree, I peliscve that 
peon of late somewhat loosely usede 


I 2m, 
Fratormlly, 
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a conversation thant eccseces 
sscd the opinion thai it 
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essary arrangements to 
renco allows, 1 om writ- 
n the charactor and prom 


ourselves with the of» 
the tera “Trotskyite"™ has 
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of AMERICAN CAR/TALLLE b y Bl held 


For this progrim, which hns been sufficiently tested, the Gongress showed 
little inclinsiions By - vote of all agrinst threc Yrotskyites, it p-ssed 2 res- 
olution in our SenSGesese * 


*(Note of the "Neue Front") t= For the sake of cccurxcy, wo note that on the basis 
of the principle decision roxrched in the first pirheraph, the Congress chrirged com 
rndes Brockwny, Gorkin 2nd Schimb to charge the resolution in two other pirag raphs 
in the s-me@ sonseé. In the text published by us, these changes hrve been madce 


~0-0-0-0~-0-0-0~0~0= 


(From "De Socinlist", orgin of the Revolutiomry Socinlist Lexgue of 
Holland, middle of November, 1936, Vol» 1 #24) 


“ecvseeBGfore the vote on the wmeuded resolution (on the Bircclom confer- 
ence) » vririous organizations made stntoments. Herc we reproduce only those re~ 
marks nnd stxtements which wero of decisive importince for the further development 
of events: Field, U.S.4.° and Sncevlict (R3iP}, stated thrt tho Barcelom conference 
could not be preparod xnd organized by the Internatioml Bureau together with the 
P.0-UsM., becruse of the differcness of opinion which have Apperred among the or~ 
gxnizntions that are affilinted to the London Burerue They declared tnat they 
would vote for the amended rosolution if tho P.0.U.M. were prepnred to trke over the 
preparations for tho Barcelonn conference together with the parties ind groups which 
are not affiliated to the Internitional Buroau rnd which aro for the Fourth Inter+ 
national. Kruck (ILP of Poland) proposed in view of the situation that had arisen 
to interrupt the session of the Commission and to hold 2% short mcotin: of the Buronu, 
So that the prirties xffilinted to the Intermetioml Buroiu could consult. Ficld 
And Sneevlist were. strongly sainst thise The mecting of the Commission was Inter 
broken off and the Bureszu session closed. 


"Three decisions wore taken at the session of tho Bureru, and presented to 
mecting of the Commissione . 
le Notification that the Barcclom conference should be pr¢épared and organ 
ized by the Intermtionsl Bureau together with the P,O.U.M. 
20 It was proposed that instend of voting on the resolution as amended, to 
present the following principle position, unanimously accepted by 211 the parties 
of the Bureaus ae, 
"The task of the Burcclom conference is to examine the conditions and 
mobilize ind stimulrtec the forces which are necessary for the forming 
of n now truly revolutiomry Intermtional capablo of actions * 
34 To nums + small commission consisting of Schwab (Sip), Gorkin (POU), 
and Fenner Brockway (ILP) in order to draw up 2 resolution in xgrecmont with the fore~ 
going principle st.temonte ; 


Only Fiold spoke agninst these propogalse Gorkin defended the proposals. 
ifter this 2 vote wis taken: 21 for and 3 rga0inste Only Ficld and Krehm of Gannda 


and Menist (AS.\P) voted agninst. Snecvlict w.s no longor present at the final vote 
having left tho Congress 2fter the idjournmont of the Commission's moo ting eeece! 
' _=0~0-0~0~-8~-0~0 ~0~ 


(Yho following lector by Comrade Krohm, delegrte of the Gansdinn section 
of the LRVP at the Brussels Congress, sporks for itsolf). 


London, WC. i 
November 23dy 1936 
Derr Comrade Brockwry i. ee 8 
in the mid-November issue of Neus Front, I rexd the following in an article 
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3RITISH, GERMAN AND DUTCH ECHOES CN THE WPROTSKYITE" Le Re We Pe 


"FROM BRUSSELS TO BARCELONA" =(Article in "The New Leader" by Fenner 
| | Brockway, Nove 13, 1936 issue, page 3) 


«We ee2eeThe subject of Russia was prominent at the Congress, and, in the case 
of a small minority, criticism of Stalinism was perhaps more drominent than solid= 
arity with the workers of Spaine = The official Trotskyist groups boycotted the 
Congress, but we had some neo~Trotskyists present from Fractional organisations, and 
if anything they were worse than the obthodox originals % 7 


"They seemed able to think of nothing except the Moscow Trital and the crimes 
of Stalinisme They talked for hours on the Gommissions and would have liked to 
talk for hours in the Congresse The effect, as alwayS, was to influence the gen- 
eral body of delegztes towards the opposite point of viewe This happened part=- 
icularly in the Commission dealing with Soviet Russia, with the result that the 
Congress rejected both majority and minority resolutions and left the question open 
for the Barcelona Congress ; es 


"one lesson of the Brussels Congress is that there is ao value in see king: 
the co~operrtion of sm211 groups ‘vith one-track minds e The bigger parties held 
a sound balanced view, and it is upon these we must Duildeceers 


to.eeeThe Revolutionary International cannot be born out of small sects$ 
anside the Second ynternational and the Third Internitionrl, and outside them bothe 
It must come from the welding together of the revolutionary forces in 211 movements of 


=O=0~-0~0-0-0~-080°" 


“TEE CONGRESS AGAINST WAR, FASCISM AND IMPERTALISM" ~(Article in the . 
"Neue Front" organ of the SAP of Germany, middle of 
November, 1936, Vole 4 Noe 21) 


"..e.eeTherefore in Brussels and for the future we must act decisively 
against those who want the Barcelona Conference to give its blessings to the Trotsky~ 
ite Fourth International, to join it, or 2% lerst to unite with it. In Brussels 
some delegates rm guests who *re symprthetic to Trotskyism understood: the matter 
So, rnd took it for granted thet 2 moijority could be obtained for thise On the 
basis of this crude error, these comrades went somewhat too fA.re one of them de~ 

anded that the Congress should eliminate our International Bureau from the preper- 
ations for the Bircelona Conference, and entrust them to the P.0.UMe exclusively» 
Another was kind enough to be sntisfied with elimineting those parties whicn are 
opposed to the Fourth Internxtionale These attempts gave the hippy result that 
the pirties .ffilinted with the Bureau decided unanimously that the Barcelona Cor 
ference be prepared jointly by the Internatioml Bureau and by the P.OUeM., and 
that all of them demarcated themselves in the clearest manner from the Trotskyitese 
Tt was’ clearly expressed by comrade Gorkin that there could be no question of any 
concessions to the Trotskyites, nd that the Trotskyito sections, together with 
their Fourth International, should not be invited to Barcelome 


This orientation wis mide ersicr for the Congress, in % manner for which we 
nro gratcful, by comrade Field of Amcricaze This comrade wished to prelude the 
crention, or nt the very least, the preparation, for the Fourth Internetion.l, which 
he considered timely and corrodt, by % split -mong the pirticipants in the Brussels 
Congress e In the manner with which we “re familior, he sxid he believed the con~ 
gress would have to choose between clirity and unanimity. In the given situation, 
the task should be ¢ to clsrify, Gifferentinte, aud split 5 


